INTRODUCTION


Rajasthan is the largest state in area and population. It has unique geo-climatic conditions and hence all the 32 districts are exposed to natural catastrophes traditionally. Natural hazards like floods, high speed winds, earthquakes, are not rare or unusual phenomenon in the state. While the vulnerability varies from region to region, a large part of the state is exposed to such natural hazards which often turn into disasters causing significant injury, deaths, destruction of property and loss to the state resulting push back in the development works. Concerned with the impact of natural hazards and realizing that preparedness and prevention are integral components to the process of development, the State Government has gradually introduced modernization in such fields as forecasting, prevention and rescue operations by applying remote sensing, computerized systems and other advance technologies. In response to National Drive for Natural Disaster reduction, the State Government has taken several initiatives for strengthening disaster reduction policies. 


The State Government has a separate Ministry for Disaster Management and Relief Department, as per the directions of Govt. of India, state has constituted a separate Department to act on various issues connected with prevention, preparedness and mitigation of natural disaster particularly with respect to live and property loss caused by disaster.


In any programme of disaster prevention, mitigation and preparedness, the first and the foremost task is to identify the vulnerable areas where the significant impact of disaster could reach its magnitude for the affected communities. Equally important is to identify the man-made buildings and structures and infrastructures which will be exposed to the hazards, it is extremely necessary to assess the vulnerability of these exposure by the department concern and determine the disaster risk to the communities.


It is hoped that the guidelines given in this manual will help the state and district Administration and the communities at Panchyat Levels in raising the level of awareness about the disaster proneness of the identified areas and the need for disaster preparedness and mitigation on a scientific and realistic basis. 
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