MESSAGE

Of late, the emphasis in disaster management has shifted from crisis management to risk management.  It is no longer sufficient for the government and civil society to intervene after the calamity has struck; we have to be prepared for calamities and develop a culture of mitigation.


The devastating earthquake of Gujrat resulted in large scale loss of life and property.  It also brought home large gaps in our preparedness to deal with such calamities. The Government of India, in collaboration with State Governments has launched a coordinated action plan which includes measures of preparedness and mitigation, training and capacity building, strengthening search and rescue machinery and empowering the community at large to deal with such disasters.


It is in this background that this earthquake manual has been prepared.  It is more in the nature of a primer, elaborating action to be taken before, during and after an earthquake. I am sure this publication will be useful for the government functionaries and members of civil society involved in disaster management.
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